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ORPHIR and STENNESS CHURCH 

Sunday 26th June 2022; Proper 8C 

Service Transcript 

Ed. 26.06.22 

 

Introduction - Nicol 
 

Introduction and Prayer 

Good morning.  It’s good to see you again.  Welcome to our worship.  Wherever you come 

from today, whether you come regularly, occasionally, or as a first-time visitor, your presence 

enriches us all in this time of fellowship and celebration together. 

 
Today we read in Galatians about Paul’s assertion that Christ has set us free and urges us to 

use our freedom to serve one another, so that, even though we are freed from the Law, we 

fulfil it through loving our neighbours as ourselves.  We see Jesus enter a new stage of his 

ministry, directed towards Jerusalem, and we find that he asks for absolute commitment from 

those who want to follow him. 

 

This is the day which has been given by a most generous God.  We will rejoice and be glad in 
it.  The grace, joy and peace of the Lord Jesus be with you all. 

 

In a moment of quietness, let us let go of the cares and the worries of the past week, and 

know the presence of God among us. 

 

Pause 
 

Prayer: 

For those who love him, Christ has prepared gifts that are beyond human understanding.  

May we free our minds and hearts so to love him, that loving him more than anything 

else, we may be ready to receive his generosity which exceeds all expectation. Amen. 

 
Call to Worship: 

The Lord is here!  He calls us in this moment. 

Rejoice in the fullness of his love.  Let us worship God: 

 

1st. Hymn 159 Lord for the years 

 

Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
My prayers today are based on prayers by Bruce Prewer of the Uniting Church in Australia. 

Let us Pray: 

Loving God, 

we who are drawn together by the Gospel 

pray that we may withstand any pressures that might push us apart. 

Please encourage us, especially when we are feeling anxious or uncertain, 
to trust you more than our fears; 

and to love each person more than we love our own opinions. 

Stabilise us in the truth of your saving grace, 

and help us to express that grace in all our dealings; 

through Christ Jesus our Master. 

 
Jesus said, “Seek and you shall find, ask and it shall be given to you”. 

In our prayers we seek the saving mercy of God. 

Loving God, 

because you see through us, and understand us better than we know our own minds, 

we come before you with a sense of relief. 

With you there is no need for pretence, and no ground for excuse. 
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You see as we really are, a redeemable mixture of light and darkness, 

love and fear, faith and folly. 

We need your searching glance to uncover everything that is suspect, and all that is corrupt. 

Lead us into your divine grace; 

the grace that annuls past offences and promises a fruitful future. 

Pause 
We give thanks, loving God, that you do not deal with us according to our sins, 

or reward us according to our iniquities, for you are a pardoning God. 

You are light and health and peace. 

May we love, praise, and serve you; may we stay close to you forever. 

May we fully trust in Jesus Christ, the Saviour who puts away all our sins, 

and grants us a new beginning and new life as the forgiven family of God. 
Through Jesus Christ our Saviour, who taught us to pray, saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

 

Readings: Catherine will read for us today: 

 
1st Reading: 

Galatians 5: 1 and 13-25  (New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised) 

 

For freedom Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke 

of slavery. 

And at verse 13: 
The Nature of Christian Freedom 

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another.  For the 

whole law is summed up in a single commandment, ‘You shall love your neighbour as 

yourself.’  If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not 

consumed by one another. 

 
The Works of the Flesh 

Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh.  For what the flesh desires 

is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are 

opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want.  But if you are led by the 

Spirit, you are not subject to the law.  Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, 

impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, 
dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these.  I am warning 

you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

 

The Fruit of the Spirit 

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  There is no law against such things.  And those 
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  If we live 

by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

2nd Reading: 

Luke 9: 51-62 (New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised) 
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A Samaritan Village Refuses to Receive Jesus 

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.  And he 

sent messengers ahead of him.  On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to 

make ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his face was set towards 

Jerusalem.  When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, ‘Lord, do you want us to 

command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?’  But he turned and rebuked 
them.  Then they went on to another village. 

 

Would-Be Followers of Jesus 

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’  

And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man 

has nowhere to lay his head.’  To another he said, ‘Follow me.’  But he said, ‘Lord, first let me 
go and bury my father.’  But Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for 

you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.’  Another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord; but let me 

first say farewell to those at my home.’  Jesus said to him, ‘No one who puts a hand to the 

plough and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’ 

Amen; thanks be to God. 

 

2nd. Hymn 557 O love that wilt not let me go 
 

Message:  

In our reading from Galatians we find Paul struggling with two different groups in the 

developing Christian Church: the Jews, who had followed the Law of Moses, the Jewish Law, 

all their lives, and then converted to Christianity, and others – pagans – Gentiles – outside 

the Jewish Law, who had converted to Christianity. 
 

The Jewish Christians still followed the Law, and argued that converts from outside Judaism 

should be circumcised before they could be admitted, in other words that they had to be Jews 

before they could become Christians.  Paul has been struggling to convince them that this 

was not necessary, and he is emphasising the difference between being governed by the Law 

and being led by the Spirit. 
 

Paul argued that the way of law and the way of grace were mutually exclusive.  The way of 

law makes salvation dependent on human achievement, on the things we have done, 

whereas those who follow the way of grace simply cast themselves and their sins upon the 

mercy of God.  By extension, Paul argued that, if you accepted circumcision, that is to say, if 

you accepted one part of the law, logically you had to accept the whole law. 

 
There is an analogy here in our time when there are so many asylum seekers in the world. 

Suppose that a migrant, an asylum seeker from another country wishes to settle in UK and 

become a British citizen, he or she can become one through the process of naturalisation.  

Being a citizen is a status, while naturalisation is a legal process to acquire it.  Suppose then 

that the person carefully carries out all the British rules and regulations as they affect 

naturalization: he or she cannot stop there, but is bound to accept all the other rules and 
regulations of the country as well. 

 

So Paul argued that if a man were circumcised he had put himself under an obligation to the 

whole Law to which circumcision was the introduction; and, if he took that way, he had 

automatically turned his back on the way of grace, so that, as far as he was concerned, Christ 

might never have died. 
 

For Paul, all that mattered was faith which works through love.  In other words, the essence 

of Christianity is not law, but a personal relationship to Jesus Christ.  Christian faith is 

founded not on a book, but on a person; its driving force is not obedience to any law, but 

love to Jesus Christ.  The Galatians had already known and accepted this teaching, but now 

there was pressure on them to turn back to the Law.  Paul is warning that, although so far 
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the legalistic movement had not gone very far, it had to be rooted out, otherwise it would 

undermine the whole Christian religion. 

 

Now Paul turns to practicalities.  Theology is all very well, but it has to be put into practice.  

The theory has to be converted into something that all men and women can understand and 

do.  Paul saw one big danger.  It was all very well to teach that the end of the Law had come, 
and had been replaced by grace through Christ, but it might be that people would say, 

“Great!  The Law has gone, and we are assured of forgiveness, so we can do whatever we 

like!” 

 

No!  Behind all Paul’s thinking was the awareness of an obligation to God.  If God really loved 

us like that, then surely, we must not soil our lives, because God paid for our lives with his 
own life.  That also means that we have an obligation to other people too: Jesus told us to 

love our neighbour as ourselves.  The freedom of the Christian Way is not a licence to do as 

we like.  In Christ we are not free to sin, but, by his grace, we have become free not to sin.  

 

If you go on hurting each other and tearing each other apart, says Paul, you’d better be 

careful, or you will completely destroy each other. (5: 15, New Century Version). 

Here is a warning to Christian congregations in our own place and time.  Differences of 
opinion are healthy, but we must learn to live together in the strength of the faith we have 

been given.  And we are to Live by the Spirit, he says, and not give in to the desires of the 

lower side of our nature, because these desires are the very reverse of the desires of the 

Spirit.  The desires of the Spirit are the very reverse of those of the lower side of human 

nature, for these are fundamentally opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what 

you want.  (Verses 16-17) 
Paul goes on the give us a pretty comprehensive catalogue of evil things to avoid, and, when 

we look at the list, we see that life and society have not changed all that much in these near 

2000 years.  I leave you to ponder on them. 

 

Just as he has listed the evils ‘of the flesh’, Paul now contrasts the lovely things that are ‘the 

fruit of the Spirit’: love; joy; peace; patience; kindness; generosity, faithfulness; gentleness; 
and self-control.  It is immediately evident to us that, if we could live our lives in the spirit of 

all these qualities, we would be much better people.  In particular, we are reminded of love, a 

word used many times in the Bible, and of Jesus’s command to love one another.  It is worth 

noting that, whereas, in English, we have only one word for love, Greek, in which the New 

Testament was written, has four. 

 

Eros is romantic love; the love of a man for a woman.  This word is not used in the New 
Testament at all. 

Philia is the warm love we feel for our nearest and dearest, for close friends. 

Storge is affection, and the word is used especially of the love of parents and children. 

The special New Testament word for love is agape.  This is the highest of the four types of 

love, the word used for Christian love, for God's immeasurable, incomparable love for 

humankind. 
 

Agape is the divine love that comes from God: perfect, unconditional, sacrificial, and pure.  It 

means unconquerable benevolence.  It means that, no matter what insult or injury or 

humiliation someone may heap upon us, we will never seek for that person anything but the 

highest good.  Agape has to do with the mind as much as the heart, the will as much as the 

emotions.  It describes the deliberate effort, which we can make only with the help of God, 
never to seek anything but the best even for those who seek the worst for us. 

 

It was Paul’s belief, his experience, and his teaching, that the Christian died with Christ, and 

rose again to a life that was – that is – new and clean, a life in which the evil things of the old 

self were gone, and the lovely things of the Spirit had come to fruition.  This is the life that 

Jesus promised; Life in all its fulness. 
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That is what is on offer.  How do you repond? 

Amen. Soli Deo Gloria; To God alone be Glory. 

 

3rd. Hymn 465 Be thou my vision 

 

Dedication of Offering and Prayers of Intercession. 
Loving God, 

We recognise that the greatest gift is the gift of love. 

May our offerings help distribute this love to the world: 

the small world we inhabit with the suffering people we know; 

the larger world where the power of love is sorely needed.  Amen. 

 
We bring now our prayers for other people. 

We pray for people in any kind of need,  and for suffering people everywhere. 

We think of those affected by war or by natural disaster of any kind: 

those who have lost loved ones; people who have lost property and possessions, 

who have been driven out of home and country; for all facing an uncertain future. 

 

At this time we pray especially for the people of Ukraine, 
and for governments and people in power everywhere, that the conflict may be brought to an 

end. 

We pray also for all those affected by the earthquake in Afghanistan. 

 

We pray for people everywhere who are afraid of dying, 

and for those who are afraid of living. 
We pray for ill and suffering people: 

people waiting to be admitted to hospital, 

and people who long to be discharged; 

for lonely people who need friends, 

and for busy people who feel constricted by too many; 

for children who are light-hearted and carefree, 
and for children who are timid and anxious. 

 

We pray for folk who care deeply about others, 

and for those who think only of themselves. 

We pray for the wronged who show mercy and forgiveness, 

and those who plot a fierce revenge; 

for seekers who are keen to find faith, 
and for the proud and the self-satisfied who wish to avoid it; 

for the churches where we feel at home, 

and others that seem strange or off-putting. 

We pray for our special friends in this congregation and community, 

and for people here or elsewhere who often rub us up the wrong way. 

 
Loving God, 

In a few moments of quiet we bring to you all the special concerns we carry with us today. 

Pause 

 

Lord, we pray also for ourselves. 

We do not ask for special favours, 
but ask that you will help us to delight in, 

and to share generously, the favours you have already given. 

Help us, in all our prayers, to consider 

how we may be your instruments in bringing them to fulfilment. 

In gratitude and trust we commit ourselves and all that we have into your hands. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen! 
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Choir: 'Lean on me’ 

‘Tailpiece’ or All-age Talk 

I came upon this passage by Norman Vincent Peale, entitled 

“Throw your heart over the fence and the rest will follow.” 

He Writes: 
Jesus never asked us to worship him.  He persistently asked us to follow him: today’s Gospel 

reading is an example.  The trap we Christians need to watch out for is that we don’t replace 

following Jesus for worshipping, and big-headed arguments about the right way to do it. 

 

Our worship and our quarrels about creed have resulted in divisions.  Following Jesus would 

result in unity with diversity.  More and more people would belong to the one Kingdom of 
God, not the one institutional church. 

The institutional Church is good, and good for people, but it is not the Kingdom of God.  

When it becomes petty, it is working against Jesus’s agenda. 

 

Following Jesus is not about head thoughts.  It is about heart fence-jumping.  Because our 

heart is going where Jesus leads, we jump over all barriers.  And where does Jesus lead?  

Just listen to his advice on how to live.  If Jesus says love our enemies, we follow and our 
statement of belief is in actions, not words.  If Jesus says visit the sick, we follow and our 

statement of belief is in actions not words.  The list is endless.  There is hardly a page in the 

Gospels that does not point the way for us to go where we have never gone before, where 

Jesus has gone before us.  There is not just one way.  We don’t need to argue about the right 

way.  We may want to take easy corridors through life, someone else’s way.  But that may 

not be the special unique path Jesus wants us to follow on down, or on upwards.  Our 
particular trail might be difficult.  Is that why the individuals in this Gospel story have excuses 

and delays? (Luke 9:59-61) 

No excuses and holdups for us.  Let’s go. 

 

Hy 622 We sing a love that sets all people free 

 
Blessing 

Go out into the world in peace. 

Live as those who have already passed from death to life. 

Give aid and be willing to receive it, 

trust and be trusted, 

forgive and be forgiven, 

give respect and be respected, 
love, and be willing to be loved. 

And the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be with you, and remain with you,  

now and always.  Amen. 

 
Doxology: Hy 786 May the God of Peace go with us (Tune: Ae Fond Kiss) 

................................................. 


